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MESSAGE

During my adolescence, at the time when physical change
affected my voice, | joined a local choir as a-bass. My
companions were going through every note of the hymn
singing effortlessly and beautifuly while | was still groping for
the next note on the next bar. How | envied them! The
members of the choir, including the conductor, were reluctant
to teach me and | felt frustrated and incompetent to sing along
with them, so | had to learn the rudiments of sight reading on
my own. | began to related notes to the numbers written on the
upper portion of every bar, like for instance, 1-2-3 for
Do-Re-mi. Thus, by counting spaces and lines after
determining where Do was, | began to develop my skills in
sight reading.

In the Orient, the most popular method of teaching Basic
Sight reading is by the use of the ““Movable Do system.
Music conservatories in the East give less emphasis on this
system, they use the “"Fixed Do"’ system for the purpose of
cultivating general musicianship. However, in singing, | strongly
recommend the use of “Movable Do" system as a basic _
approach. One proponent of this technigue is Zoltan Kodaly
(1882}, who popularized the system called Kodaly Method, by
using the "Movable Do”. This is a widely accepted and
recognized method of teaching Solfeggio in the music world.

This book is the continuation of my preious hook 27
Lessons on Solfeggio”, published a few years ago, with the
purpose of singing the note in tune. This edition includes a
work book, and the readers can use it as a guide for self
study. Sensing the value and practical need of church choirs,
my friend Dr. I-to Loh once commented jokingly that my 27
Lesson on Solfeggio’ was probably the most important
publication in my musical career. | certainly hope it has served
the purpose. This "84 Lessons in Melody Singing” is a
continuation of the previous book, it is designed to established
a good foundation and proceed to better understanding and
appreciation of music.

Once again | dedicate this book to my wife Esther So
Hua, who has been a constant and most supportive rate in the
family and in my ministry as well. | would like to express my
special thanks to Dr. Lucrecia R. Kasilag and to Mr Gabriel Chi
for their preface.

David Chi-Beng Yap
Dec. 16, 1986 Baguio
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FORWARD

Books written about solfeggio are guite
rare. There are books written by Dannhauser
and Kodaly within the last hundred years or s0.
These have immensely benefited musicians and
students to the present.

84 Lessons in Melody Singing by Prof.
David Yap is a continuation of his 27 Lessons
on Solfeggio. This book presents a truly
systematic and creative approach to music
theory. Much of the materials in this book
were arrived at through the laboratory of the
Manila Children’s Choir of the Cultural Centre
of the Philippines.

A special feature of the book is a series of
homework exercises using the so-fa system
(Cheve System) and solfeggio system. This
indeed is a pioneer attempt to gain mastery of
the lessions presented in the book.

It will be well for musicians to be
knowledgeable not only in the fixed “do”’
method, but also in the movable "“do”, to
expand their skills into wider dimensions.

LUCRECIA R. KASILAG
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PREFACE

Practice in sight-reading is a basic step in
music but unfortunately books concerning this
aspect of music are very rare and limited.
Therefore, many people who like music just
look at this door which they can't seem to
enter and give a sigh.

Professor David Yap went to the United
States to study at a very young age, obtaining
an excellent musical foundation there under
several famous teachers. In addition, he is very
talented in music, has continuously and
studiously applied himself to the study of music
and definitely has many precious insights in the
field. Because he is the Secretary General of
The World Association for Chinese Church
Music, he frequently goes to Southeast Asia,
America, Canada and other countries to
promote sacred music.

The needs of churches are very clear to
Professor Yap. Has has, in fact, made a great
contribution to churches through the large
number of books which he was written
concerning sacred music. Now Professor Yap
has written the book 84 Lessons in Melody
Singing (With Workbooks), which is a follow-
up of the book 27 Solfeggio Lessons. These
two books are sequential in nature, moving
forward from one step to the next. This new
book is really fine in that Professor Yap has
grasped the essence of Zoltan Kodaly, a
famous musician, and has added to this his
own precious insights. The book 27 Solfeggio
Lessons is being used by many music colleges
and choirs with very good results. Now
Professor Yap has added good on top of good
with this sequel, 84 Lessons in Melody Singing.
This new book should also produce excellent
results and therefore, it should be widely
recommended. For this reason | am happy to
write this preface.

Gabriel Chi
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