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Foreword: Christmas & Nativily

In both Matthew and Luke In the New Testaments you'’ll find the story
about the birth of Christ which occurred factually over 2000 years ago. Yet,
this historical story reappears every year on Christmas, especially the scene
of Nativity. Put aside the commercial activities that take aavantage of
Christmas, no one can bypass the Nativity in their minds, be they Christians
or non-Christians,

Viisually one would think of the Nativity depicting baby Jesus in the
manger with Mary and Joseph plus a few animals nearby. In fact, I believe
that the whole Nativity should include the shepherds in the wilderness, the
beautiful singing of the heavenly hosts and the wisemen with gifts following
the star from the East. Even though they may not appear all at the same time.

We must not be blinded by the commercial influence on Santa Clause
(especially the children) and miss the significance of the birth of Christ. We
must not centre our minds on gifts for our loved ones only and forget the
most valuable gift from God to redeem us from sins. We should remind
ourselves through Nativity that “All this took place to fulfil what the Lord
has saird through the prophet..... [Matthew 1:22]1t IS God’s everlasting plan —
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believe in him shall have eternal life.” [john 3:16]

Nearly half century ago, on Christmas Eve, | had the chance of
conaucting mass singing in the Manila Cultural Centre with choirs and
orchestra. Even though it was a secular concert, | managed to arrange for
candles in the audience when the choirs sang “Silent Light” beside a Nativity
Scene Set. Afterwards, many parents brought therr children to the front to
have a closer look. Some children enjoyed touching baby Jesus, the
Shepherds and the wise men. | remember someone said that he then
understood the origin of the year AD. | immediately realized that the Nativity
would be a valuable tool for evangelism. This idea appears in my mind
frequently. During the recuperation from my stroke, | thank the Lord for
writing the Nativity in music and songs involving the choir, the pastor and
the scripture readers.

1 also thank Mr. Joshua Sy and Mr. Heteng of Song-in and KKLau of
WACCM for their help to put this project into publishing. — May our Lord
be prarsed.

David C.B. Yap, Perth, WA, Australia, 22rdJanuary, 2011.



EERERSELEFMF

Nativity Candle Light Service

Prelude

= A

Invocation

TRF
Hymn
5

Prayer

& X

Response Reading

TR
Hymn

BB
Offertory

HH =N
m g

Nativity

FUMRETREE

(GREEERFR)

( 37 BESLEARPRRPE A A A E55E 0 )

(FEBEREFR)

FRREIEE

Choir and Congregation O come all ye faithfull

B ERFF

Candle Light Service

iE
Benedition

(STHEBRIBEL T )
Fleg =1
Silent Night, Holy Night




— AN FEEREREFHISAEFEXILPCREN BEEKRF ]

[[ Christman Story )] presented by Manila Children's Choir at the Main Theatre, Cultural Centre of Philipines.

L)

‘Rtﬁ\}'l .x.. vy
B




MG R - R HE
(5 B wf BE 8 H)

Christmas Story

Christmas Songs & Nativity for Children’s Choir.

E¥EHE S Edited by David C B Yap
g A Music Arr by Marites Panaligan
FELHA Narration by Fred Tiburcio
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Preacher : Long years ago in the land of Judah, there was a time of darkness, grief and despair. There

were long and cruel wars as wicked kings ruled over the land. No one knew how light might come to a
darkened and troubled world.
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Scene 1(Night Scene):

(While Joseph was praying, an angel appeared to him on stage right corner.)

(Piano continue to play O Come Emanuel while Minister is talking)

Minister: This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.
Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace,
he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people
from their sins.”

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give
birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us™).

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his
wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name
Jesus.

(Matthew 1:18-25)

Scene 2:
(Joseph exits the stage)
(The other corner when Mary was praying, an angel appeared to her)

Minister: The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a
son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord
God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his
kingdom will never end.”

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since | am a virgin?”

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.

(Luke 1:28-35)

And Mary said(with expression):

"My soul doth magnify the Lord,

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.

For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall
call me blessed.

(Sing Magnificat)

(After Magnificat)

Scene 3:

There are a group of Arabs coming from the right stage slowly going to the left stage. The last will be Mary
and Joseph knocking(with sound) several times on a door and asking on 3 houses for vacancy and kept on
getting told no by the housekeeper(housekeeper express with their hands “No”). On the last house Joseph
begs and ask pity from the housekeeper for Mary’s sake. The housekeeper took pity on them and took them
to his manger.

Minister: And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be taxed.
(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)



And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which
is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger;
because there was no room for them in the inn.

Luke 2:1-12

Scene 4:

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they
were so afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to
all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
(Congregation sing Gloria)

(Piano play background music, then shepherds surround the manger and kneel)

Scene 5:

Minister: Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have
seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”

Then Herod called the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ
was to be born.

So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea

Herod told the wisemen: “Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him,
bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.”

When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before
them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was.

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the house,
they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had
opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own
country using another way.
Matthew 2:1-12

(Congregation sing Three Wise Men)

(Candle Light Service)

(Congregation sing O come O Ye faithful)

(While singing O come O Ye faithful, the candles hold by the congregation are lightened by someone then
the room is darkened)

(After singing O come, Congregation sing Silent Night)

(During the singing of Silent Night, Minister can raise or put down the candle and everyone should follow
him, during singing of Verse 2, the entire Nativity casts walk out toward the lobby or garden to display
themselves, then after benediction, congregation should extinguish the candle, go to the lobby for taking
pictures and fellowship time with Nativity casts)

The End
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O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant, O come ye, O
Sing, Choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-al - ta - tion, O  sing, all ye
Yes, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn-ing; O Je - sus, to
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come ye to Beth - le- hem; Come and be - hold Him, BorntheKing of an - gels.
cit - i=zensof heavn a - bove; "Glo -ry to God all glo-ry in the high - est!"
Thee be all glo - ry givn; Word of the Fa - ther, Now in flesh ap - pear - ing;
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come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord
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Silent Night Holy Night
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Si - lentnight! - ly night! All is calm, all is bright,
Si - lentnight! Ho - ly night! Shep - herds quake at the sight;
Si - lentnight! Ho - ly night! Son of God, love's purelight,
»° .
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Round yon vir - gin mothe - er andChild. Ho - ly In- fantso ten - derand mild,
Glo - riesstream from heav - en a - far, Heav'n - ly hosts  sing, "Al - le-lu -
Ra - dantbeams from Thy ho-ly face, With thedawn of re - deem - inggrace,
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Sleep in Heav-en-ly peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly peace
Christ, the Sav-iour,is born! Christ, the Sav - iour, is born!
Je - sus,Lord, at Thy birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.
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